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The Preface to the Ruavnus. 
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T t anopinion amongft ſome, nat ſo erronions as ignorant, 
. that Coppy-Bookes of this nature are of no validitie. What 
Wr| reaſon they can alledge to firengthen ſo fond a conceit, 7 

P21 know not ; ſure it 1s ſome private one, they are ſo loath to 
IH produce it. For mine owne part, I ſee noreaſon why theſe 
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— theſe that are meerly written; ſo they be exatily performed 
according to the naturall ſtraine of a true Artiſt ; each Letter being cut accor- 
ding tots true proportion, and looſing not the life delinered in tbe Example. 
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Cerraine 1 am, there i2 no man lining can Write ſo exattl, but that & 
wen in the writing of ſixe lines, he himſelfe ſhall be conſcious to himſclfe of ſome 
imperfeFtions:which by direRlions to the Gramer ( being a good Worke -man and 
careful.) may be eaſily helped and made perfett for imuation. Howbeit I de- 
»y not, but that oftentimes the Grauer bro, Wrong the Writer sf he be not very 
obſernant in ewery touch of a Letter : and the amends Which he may makg him. 
5n the well cattting of [ome one or two hands will not counternaile the credit 
which he ſhall loſe by hts «I grauing and vnnaturall miſhaping of ſome feVy Let- 

ters 1m one very Example. - | | 
For thi Booke enſuing, 1 kpow there are ſome ( through an enuious Curioſe- 
tie, rather then a true Indgensent ) Which will herein finde many a gone an 
let metell them, it 1 an eaſier matter to pry mts the imperfections of anather, 
thenit ts to amend their owne erronrs : and be that finds the greateſt faults,com- 
monly u the vnableſt to amend the leaſt ; ſince Art hath no greater enemy tbeu 
Ignoraxce.T his 1 my glory ; That I han not plaid the Theefe with "any man, 
(though it were in my power to hane done #t. But quicquid ſcriphi,ſcripſi : 
Whatſoener I hane write, [hanec done it my /elfe: For I wouldbe much aſhamed, 
that any man ſhould thinks, I had beene brought vp ina place of ſuck ſcarſitie, 
ana wnder ſo bad a Mafter, or that there were in me (uch a powerty, that Imuit 
needs gee athiening for my shill. [thanks God there t mathing mit hich I am 
wot able vpon an inſt ant to better. And therefore if any mark? tobe contentions, 
let him be contentions ; bat let hins not wrong hum in his dowgs, who ts "ey 
c 


— ee ES = 


doe better then bimIſelfe : I ſpeake of thoſe that thinks themſeluts excellent and 
paſt compare, who indeed ( be their name#nener ſo famons ) beare about them. 
but the ſhadow of Art. And howſoener the ſpirits of ſuch men are ſo elenatedand 
raiſed even beyond themſelues, that they thinke baſely of enery mans downgs but 
their ewne ; though their conſciences tell them they are but emptie veſſels, 
which alwayes ws. 3 the greateſt ſound. It ſpall uſfice me, that( I) knoWv what 
they haze in them,and how far their skill extendeth; and ſo reſt my ſelfe conten- 
ted,rill Time and Truth(the Tryers of all mens attions) ſhall dsſtribute to exery 
one according to his deſert. Tn the meane time, as this little Booke hath found 
gracious acceptation at the hands of him to whomit was firſt prinately intended : 
-So 1 hope it will haxe the approbation of all ſuch 4s are well diſpoſed,and beare 
affettion to ſo excellent commendable ,and neceſſary an Art-aſſuring them, that 

ad I had my right,I ſpould have ginen them better coment, and greater ſati[- 
fattion of the Pens perfettson: As for C es oner-crurions-ey d men, Tpaſſe 
mot, as Wowing my ſelf exery Way ( inthe eArt I profeſſe ) a Worke-man that 
needeth not tobe aſhamed. 


From my houſe in Buſh-lane neare S E A 
London-ſtone, Decemb, 22. 16 x 8, Oy LB. 
B 3 


He Profeſſion of the Perat this day being ſo vnwnes{all, 
Ag and theProfeſſorsthemſelues forthemolt partſoig- 
Ly norant, and inſufficient zo vndertake fo worthy a 
£b@ findtion ; together with the defire I hane(accardin 
to my'{mall talent ) to benefit ſuch asare, :or woul 
be Prattitionervin that commendable Art of Fax x 
WxRITING; were the _ motiuesthat induced 
mee to.manifeſt vntothe view ofthe world, theſe fow:linevhereaftcr eu- 
ſuing. Whereinbefore Tenterinto diſcourſe concerning the Antit ſelfe, 
ive meleaue curſority to demonſtratethe manifold -abutes whichare .ofs 
ynto the Pewþy a numberof lame Per-emen ; whoamhey doe in- 
crude theniſelues intotheſocictic of Artiſts, and viurping'chename of 
mdlyigpront, they ehmiovndcbure bother comieny i 
ing promiſes, they Hoc ſhadow and obſcure'boththe: cxccolit 
the Pev,and rhe dignity of thoſe that are indecderueProteiforztboceot 
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But I purpoſe not to allthe abuſes which they may be concei- 
ned to offer vnto the Peny for that weretoloſc my ſelfe in an endleſle dif- 
courſe : T will onely point ata few which I holdto bethe chiefeſt,and doe 
belong principally to matter of Teaching: Andthoſc I findeto be foure. 
Fic. you ſhallobſerue that theſe Botchers, (fof they deſerueno/ better 
title) are for the greatelt part of then of no ſtanding, nor cuer haue had 
any ground in the Art, onely haute a certaine confuſed kind of writing, 
voideeither of Life, Dexteritse, or Artit(elfe ; and yet notwithſtanding, 
they profeſle, and in their Bills ( clapt vpon euery poſt ) promiſe to per. 
formeas muchasany whoſocuer. Forlet = man obſcrue their Ly-bulls, 
(for ſo I may very well tearmethem') and hee ſhall ſee how liberall they 
are in their promiſes this way, profeſſing toteach any one (not ſtanding 
vponthe capaciticof the pupill)to writea ſinhicient hand ina month; an 

ſome of them doe fay, ina fortnight. Yet, ifthey did but ſay {ot were 
tolerable, when as they themſelues,{Tdarebe bold to aitirme it) may 
goe ſolong to Schooleto learne a little 4, and yet not attaine tothe true 
touchthereof, being fitter for other Mechanicall occupations ( wherein 
ſome of them,to my knowledge, haue beene brought vp ) then for the 
Profeſſion of this ſo curious an Art. Whoſe Fritsngs (ifthey come to the 
touchſtone of Art, which cannot erre, and to the mdgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome are deceiued ) will proue lame and Schoole-boy-like. And 
although inſome of their doings, there may ſeeme in the eyes of the i 
| noraut, 


Gy” 
| | ba=iy- $f Yd 
to bea ſhew of Art : howbeit ta»tum abſunt a perfellione quantum 
| ab ignania animi magnitude, They comeas farre ſhort of thoſe that haue'the 
leaſt $kill, as they doe of Perfection. 
Next, whereas we that are Pen-men hold this asa Maximcin the Art of 2 18%/+ 
Writing, To yeelda reaſon of cuery thing we doe, fince plus apnd nos vera 


ratio valet, quam walgs opinio ) why, theſe ignorant Profeſſors are ſo rea« | Z, 
ſonleſſe in all their workes, both of Writing and Teaching, that it isim- A; 7 _- 
At 


poſſible for thoſe whom they teach, or that imitate their doings, to reape wh  (-A®, / 
any benefit by them. Reaſon being a ſecond Schoolemaſter to bring a 


man to knowledge in any Att hedelires to cog Andcertainely ( ex- 3 4, 
periencetells me that ) in the matter of teaching,nothing is more auailea« 4b Ar lis SIE SER 
ble to a learner, thenthedemonſtration of Reaſon. $o that herein ap- 50 
pearesthe ſecond abulc, in that theſe men, being not able to yeelda rea- ” 

if ſon of that they profeſſe, doe neuertheleſle ( Parrat-like ) boaſt oftheir ,/ / 
$kill;aridin their papers giue out vaunting ſpeeches, as if ſo bethey were //-- © © 
the onely fellowes that would (as we ſay ) beare away the bell : whereas p 


if a man takea view ofany of their workesor writings,he ſhall find there- VA Y / 
in no appearanceeither of Truth, Reaſon, or Art - but' on the contrary, #7 1 #07 
| ſuch weake ſtuffeas he would rather imagine it tobethe ſcratching of a 
Hen, thenthe worke of a profeſt Pen-man. 
Thirdly, (becauſe 1 would be briefe by theſe theirlarge (yet lying 
prawiles) they blind the eyes ofthe common ſort, who are ratherafteed 4 Abuſe. 
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But I purpoſe not age allthe abuſes which they may be concei- | 
ned to offer vnto the Peny for that weretoloſe my ſelfe in an endleſſe diſ- | 


courſe: T will onely point ata few which I holdto bethe chiefeſt,and doe 
belong principally to matter of Teaching: Andthoſc I findeto be foure. 
Firſ, you ſhallobſcruethat theſe Botchers, (fof they deſerueno' better 
title) are for the greateſt part of then of no ſanding, nor cuer hane had 
any ground in the Art, onely hare a certaine confuſed kind of writing, 
voideeither of Life, Dexteritie, or Artitſelfe ; and yet notwithſtanding, 
? they profeſle, and in their Bills ( clapt vpon euery poſt ) promiſe to per. 
formeas muchasany whoſocuer. Forlet ny man obſerue their; Ly-bulls, 
\ \ a \ (for ſo I may very well tearmethem ) and hee ſhall ſee how liberall they 
are in their promiſes this way, profeſſing toteach a0y one (not ſtanding 

vponthe capacitic of the pupill)to writea ſahcient hand ina month; an 
ſome of them doe fay, ina fortnight. Yet, ifthey did but ſay'fo'tt were \ 
tolerable, when as they themſelues,(Tdarebe bold to aifirme it) may 
goe ſolong to Schooleto learne a little a, and yet not attaine tothe true 
4 touch thereof, being fitter for other Mechanicall occupations ( wherein 
> ſomeof them,to myknowledge, haue beene brought vp ) then for the 
Profeſſion of this ſo curious an Art. Whoſe Fritmngs (if they come tothe 
touchſtone of Art, which cannot erre, and to the mdgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome are — - oro proue lame and Schoole-boy-like. And 
although inſome of their doings, there may ſeeme in the eyes of the ig- 
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| to bea ſhew of Art : howbeit #autum abſunt a perfetiione,quantum 

| ab ignania animi magnitudo,They comeas farre ſhort of thoſe that haue'the 

lealf $kill, as they doe of Perfection. 

Next,whereas we that are Per-men hold this asa Maximein the Art of ? Abuſe: 
Writing, To yeelda reaſon of euery thing we doe, ſince =_ aprd nos vera 

ratio valet, quam valgs opinio ) why, thele ignorant Profeſſors are ſo rea« 

ſonleſſe in all their workes, both of Writing and Teaching, that it isim- A} - _- ) 

poſſible for thoſe whom they teach, or that imitate their doings, to reape wet " o_—_ 

any benefit by them. Reaſon being a ſecond Schoolemaſter to bring a 


man to knowledge in any Att he defires to rung Andcertainely ( ex 5 4, 
erience tells me that ) in the matter of teaching,nothing is more auailea« þ bur lis IEC 
ble to a learner, thenthe demonſtration of Reaſon. $o that herein ap- 6] 
pearesthe ſecond abulc, in that theſe men, being not able to yeelda rea- ; 
if ſon of that they profeſle, doe neuerthelefle ( Parrat-like ) boaſt oftheir ,/ / 7 


| $kill;arid in their papers giue out vaunting ſpeeches, as if ſo bethey were //-- © * © 
the onely fellowes that would (as we ſay )beare away the bell : whereas p 
if a man takea view of any of their workesor writings, he ſhall find there- VA \ 
in no appearanceeither of Truth, Reaſon, or Art : but' on the contrary, # 

ſuch weake ſtufteas he would rather imagine it to be the ſcratching of a 

Hen, then the worke of a profeſt Pen-man. 

Thirdly, (becauſe I would be briefe )by theſe theirlarge (yet lying 

p__ they blind the eyes ofthe commgn ſort, who are ratheraffefted 4 4bu/e. 
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4 Abuſe. 


with nouefries and ftrange deuiſes,though. they a in nothing bur 
vaine oftentations, then with the foundncſle of 1 tand exquifite- 
nefle of skill, wherewith Artiſts are indued. For it'isnot a common thi 
amongſt them, as well in their refidence about this famous Cirie ( which 
Gnd knowes fwarmes with them(as in their curriculer Progreſſesouer all 
places in this Kingdome to carry aboutthem, yea andtoſetin open view 
the writings and Tables of other men, and arhrme they are their owne ? 
Tappeale to none bat to my owne experience herein; howbeitI am per- 
fwaded diners others(and which I know to)will concurre with mein this 
reach. And what is this, thinke you, but deceprio v5ſws, a blinding of the 
worid with ſhewcs of what they are not ? 

Laſtly, they doe alſo hinder the commoditie of thoſe that goe as far be- 
yondthem in excellency of writing,as the Sunne exceeds the Moone, and 
that two wayes. 

Firſt, by their baſe and ignominious carriage of themſelues in their ac- 
caſtomary coſcenmg, wherby men rake occaſi6 toconceiue foil of others 
of the fam< Profellion,that it is almoſt impoſſible for any one(door mean 
he neuer {o well, )to hane entertainment where they haue beene before. 

And ſecondly, by the muititude of them, which is fo great that a man 
cangoe intono corner of this City, but he ſhall ſceand heareofa world of 
tquiiting Teachers, not one of them almoſt worthy to carry a Pen-mang 


kack-horne after him, much lcflc tobearethe name of good a Per-man. 
- Diuc rs 
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Diners other abuſes there are which theſe ten offer vntotheexcellency®”, 
of the Pen and Pex-men:But leſt I ſhould ſeeme prolix in fo flight an 

ment] will here lcaue them tothe cenſure ofthe skilfall,and to thoſe thar | 

totheircoſt haue madetryall of them. ForafMilich as my intent isnotſo 
much to dete& the folly of thoſe ynworthy Profeſſors (which is palpable * 
enough to euery one)as to entreat ofthe Art it felfe, reducing all that I en- 
tend to ſpeake in commendatioti thereof; vato theſe thtet heads: =. 


1 Tothee Antiquitie __ a\ 2 7 
- Ts the extellencie >thereok, 03 rofl 
3 To the Diner fue ' roÞmng> of: f $7, 
Firſt, for the eAntiquirie of it. Some affirmethat the vitheahs Art Was 1 Part, 
found out in the very infancy of the world: and that Zmoch the ſeaucnth 1ofeph. 
from Adam had skilltherein:For Inopbas cx:ly repeiratharenc ofthe 34x. 
Prophecies which Enoch wroteon pilletsof ſtone, temainedeven in his' 4. _tnes.. 
time;orat leaſt ſome rnine thefeof. Bur others doe aſcribetholt pillers to qui, © * 
Serb, wholined before Enech. Howl1oetier, i were bur aSancient asthe 
Law, it carries with it age endugh, ris. WY ng _—_— 

As for the Art of Priming, which came yp bat yeſterday{in of 
arid is now in much requeſ! tf can no.way blemiſh the Art.0 Y 
foraſtguch as Writizg is. the Preſident by wk þ Prnog fy i edtcd, and, 
therefore the more worthy: For as we fly itt” 6 Out of thi 

| C greater 


; greater the leſſer i4 deduRed : Sg that, that whence the deduRion is made, 
1s greaterthen the deduRtion it ſelfe. 

I ſhallnot neede,to argue much vpon the Antiquitie of this Art, in re- 
gard of the vniuerſall knowledge thereof. What worthy and notable as 
were heretofore done by any, either Dinine, Morall, Legall or Martiall, 
but were reſerued to after-ages by the meanes of Writing ? And I wonder 
how we ſhould ener hauc attained to any Kind of learning,had wenot had 
the ſcrols of ourlearned fore-fathers to peruſe and looke into, as alſo the 
holy Scriptures, In qzibus ſunt omnes theſanrs ſapientie ac ſcientie recondits ? 

next cingrobe entreated of, is the Excellency of theArt of Writing, 

2 Pars, Whichdotheuidently ppcare in theſe twothings : 
Firſt, in the earneſt deſire,that all men for the moſt part haue to attaine 
x Defide. Yoo: for thoſe things which arerare and deleRaþle, are ſought for and 
| purſued of all men, that'sa rule in Nature - Now the Art of Writing is a 


"7% -*  moſtexcellentanddeleRable Art, and therefore ofallmenmuch eſfred. | 
2 Neceſſi- Secondl oO, Excellency appcares inthe Neceſſitie thereof: for it is | 
neceſſary for all(you know)to-write ; andthoſe that cannot, finde what a / 


tate. | S075, 12x k 
multitude of inconueniences doe come vpon them forthe want of it. And 


Ananſwer herein (by the way) ſuffer me notto giue conniuence tothat vngrounded 


Poacem- © ioion of (any; Who affirme Pritng to be altogether vuneceſſary for | 
nen. If 16o3himr bubneſſes are contracted, and thereby much | 

his to be laid vponthe Art it {elfe?Or isnotratherthe ill 

Fo  - Ke » 04 k "IT diſpoſition * 


mon Ob- Women by 


| 
| 


diſpoſition of thoſe to be charged herewith, whomake'it the inſtrument, | 
whereby they bring to paſſe euill ations? For not the vie but the abuſe 
ofathing is it which makesit odious. If it were otherwiſe, why then foule 
imputations may be laid yponthe beſt vertues, which ofthemſclues are 
immaculate. 

To be briefe, the Art of Friting is ſo excellent, and of ſuch neceſſary 
vſe,thatnone ought to be without ſome knowledge therein,fince the ex- 
ccllency of no Art without it can be made knowne or manifeſt. And if 
any Art be commendable in a woman, (I ſpeake not of their ordinary 
workes wrought with the needle, wherein they excell)it is this of -3#/+:- 
ting ; whereby they, commonly hauing not the beſt memories (eſpecially 
concerning matters of moment ) may commut many worthy andexcellent 
things to Writing, whuch may occaſionally nuniſterynto matter of 
muchſolace. 

Hereby alſo, the ſecrets that are and onghr to be, betweene Man and 
Wife, Friend and Friend, &c. in either of their abſences may be confined 
” their owne priuacy, which (amongſtotherthings) isnot the meayeſt 

1gnitic. - 
Laſtly,the pratiſe ofthis Artis ſoneceſlary for women,and conſequent- 
ly ſo avcallens that no woman ſuruiuing her husband, and who hath an 
cſtate left her, ought to be without the vie thereof, atleſt in ſome reaſo- 
nable manner : For thereby ſhee __ toacertalnticof her eſtate, with- 
| 2 out 


 outtruſting tothe reportsof' ſuch asare vſually imployed to looks into 
the ſame : whereas otherwiſe for want of it, ſhe is ſubieXtothe manifold 
deceits now vied inthe world,and by that meanes plungeth her ſclfe irito 
- amultitude of inconueniences. | 

Whereforetheir opinion who would barre women from the vſe of this 
excellent faculticof Writing, is vtterly lame, and cannot by force of argu- 
ment bemaintained. 

Andalthough the Excellency of this Art{to ſpeake of thecurioſitythere- 
of )be ſomewhat ſhadowed by the dulnefſe of ſom» Mechanicall ſpirits, 
. whoſeldome haue skill inany thing out oftheir own element, that thinke 

Friting to beonely a hand-labour, and ſothey can write to keepea dirtic 
ſhop booke, they carefor no more ; neuer eſteeming the commendable 
manner of faire & orderly Writing, which ought inall buſinefſe to be ob- 
ſcrued,as well in keeping of Bookes for Merchants & others,as inall kind 
olinents, appettamingtothe Law, &c : Yet notwithſtanding the 
or & graceof os ines moſt excellently inthe ſcrols of skilful 
 Artiſts,as in the writing of-ſome may appearetothem that hauc inſight. 
And what ſhould 1 fay of the Excellency of this Art?Is it not one of the 
_ by _ not only this,but TI -wealths arc yum 
T ichopens apaſfage to t crying and finding out of innue 
bamery hom rs = Cs memory? The Regiſter and Recorder 
ofall Arts? Andthe very monrh wheredza man famniliarlyconferrerh _ 
317 is 


his friend; thonghthe diſtance of thouſands of miles bebetwixt them? 

Infinite other things w_ beſpoken ing the Excellency of this 
Art of Writing ;and where I faile in the ſetting forth thereof, aſſiſt mewith 
your manifold imaginations. 


Thethird and laſtthing to be diſcuſſed of in commendationof this Art, 3 Part. 


isthe Dixerſirie thereof; I meanethe divers kinds of hands which arenow 
viedamong vs. For khongh they all goe vnderthe tame of writing ;, yet 
they are to be diſtinguiſhed according to the diuerſitic of them. Hewbeir 
my purpoſe isnot to clog tny diſcourſe with an enumeration of euery idle 
hand that may be written-for that wete abſurd, and out of the element of 
a Pen-max,l will only entreat of thoſe whichare the principall;arid where- 
in the moſt Art,the greateſt curiofitie,and the rareſt dexteritie of the Ar- 
riſt 15 tobe manifeſted : and they are theſe which follow, viz, 


'{1 Secretary. 


2 Baſtard-Secretary,or Text. 


ſtinQion,in regard TI wonld not willingly weary the Reader with ſuperflu - 
Tenge or detaine him =. ps: which pic iy 
| Forthe firſt, 4x ; the Secretary, waich is ſo tearmed (as I conceive ) 
. ly becauſe itis the Secretariescommon hand ; and partly alſo, becaufe 
wh t is the onely vuall hand of £»gland, for the diſpatching of all manner of 
buſineſſes forthe moſt part whatſoeuer. 
I might adde hereunto the ſuper-excellency ofthis hand, in reſpe& of 
any other hand ; for that the very denomination thereof, imports ſome 
Fung: in it that arenot eaſily to be found out, And true it.is, that whoſoe- 
Secretari- uer doth pratiſe it{according to the true nature of it)ſhall perceiuethcre- 
us 4 ſecre- 111 many ſecret and ſabtill paſſages of the hand, which few, but thoſe that 
the, haue bin well grounded therein by a true Artiſt, are able to comprehend : 
but Taffet breuity. : 
Toſpeake ofthe kindes of Secyetary,is(intheſe dayes) no eafte matter : 
for ſome haue deuiſed many,and thoſe ſo ſtrange and diſguiſed;that there 
Is hardly any true ſtrainc of a right Secretary in them. For mine own part, 
I makediſtinQion betwixt the Sere, Faciil,and Faſt hands,of which three 
I ſhall (God willing )by atid by propoſe ſome few examples. 
Thenextis Baſtard-Secretary, and ſo named by the beſt, becauſe it is 
2 Baſtard gotten of the Secretary, astholc that haue any kill may perceiue. This 
Secret@). 154 hand not ſoviuall as the former ; yet of great validitie, and for diucrs 
purpoſes excceding graceful;as for Engroflements,Epitaphs for oy 
| | | '« Titles 


x Secre- 


> 


Titles of Bookes, and many other vſes, which would be too tedious for 
re here to recite. h 
The third is Roman, which hath his denomination from the place 

« where(itſcemes)it was firſt written,viz: Rome. A hand of greataccount, 
and of much vic in this Realme, eſpecially iu the Vniuerſities-: and it is 
conceiuedto be the eaſieſt hand thatis written with Pen, and to be taught 
in = —_ rime = hereforeitis viſually taught to 7 maT ou 
asthey (hauwg notthe patience to take any paines, befi n- 
taſticall and tne) muſt be taught Nrwhich they may inſanely 
learne ; otherwiſe theyare vncertaine of their proceedings, becauſe their 
minds are ( vponlight occaſion ) eaſily drawne from the firſtxefolution. 

The fourth is 1ta/ia», a hand in nature not much: different from Reman, 4 Italian. 
but in manner and forme, of much incongruitie thereunto. Thisiza:hend 
which of late is grownevery vſuall,andis muchafteftedby diuers: forin- 
deed. it is amoſt excellentand curious hend,andto be written withfingu- 
lar commandofhand;elſe it will appeare but very ragged and vile;and if 


3 Roman. 


the Pen be taken off inconiunRion of theletters,irisneither 
nor Pen-man-like, but meere botching, which is dettſtable./ © _ 31 [+ / 
The fift is (ourr. hand; fo called, fortharit is of great vice in tlioſetivo 5 Coarr. 
famous Courts of the Kings Bench, and Common Pleas: It,iva handfomes- 
what diticult to write well, and he that continually it, may hap- 
pily ome to perfection in that ; but for other hands(ifhe could wnite ne- 
uer 


"— 


PF 
" 4 Fe 


uer ſomany )let him neuerl6oke to writeany of them well:For it is able 
to marrethem all. I am not reaſonleſſe inthisopinion, but able (vnto any 
that plcaſeJto produce the cauſe... 

6-Chance- The laſt is Chancery, whicheuery manknowestobe written no where 
”. butin the High Covrt of Chancery, and in other Offices which haue refe- - 
rencethereunto. I am of opinion, that thishand being well written, is far 
* moregracefull then the Cowrr, and equally dirficult; It hath a kinde of 
mixturcofthe ( aurt and Bafbard-Secretary in it, whichany man of indge- 

ment may caſily perceiue. ith, ' w 
Therearc two kinds hereof; the Sert and Faft - the difference betweene 
them is not little, asthey that are Clerks well know, = 
Thus much, or rather thus little, 1 _—_ good to deliuer, touching 
the Antiquitie, Exrellency,and Dinerfitic of the Art of Writing. nl 37 
- Now here ſhall follow certainepeecesand Examples of the fixe ſeueralf 
heads before mentioned; wherein I haue endeuoured to fit my ſelfe with» 
linary  mattex:for Coppics; holding itanabſirdthing/in a good 
NO Oe 
: outthe! ES, ake the'writing to ſeeme tothe eye. Al" 
«: folhaielabouredtobeſoperfpiciaus in the nature of cuery hand,as thar 
rhe meane(t may imitate me, and'reape ſome benefit by me. 
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Thus fromthe gate or entrance, IT haue brought you intothe houſe £ 
vw hcre you haue ſecn ſundry ornamentsand peeces of Ant:andyow(if you 
be not weary)goe with me intoone roome more,and there take ayiew of 
the implements and tooles, with which yeu muſt worke, if you megne to — 
prouca Pen-man ; and learne how you ate toe and handle them. Rur 
fore we enter, ſteppe aſide with me, and I will giue you notice of cer« 
taine obſcruations, which are neceſſary to be knowne of cuery one that 
wil practſethis Art. | * 


— — & Þ 


Obſeruations for Writing. 


—— 


PY7% one that intends either to bea Teacher of others, or a Praftitios' 
ner for himſelfe ; ought to know that inthe Art of Letters, or Wri- 


ting, three thirgs are tobe obſcrucd, 2x2. 
1 Ratts. 
; 2 Modus. 
3 Species. "* 21 I: - 
The former whercof,which is Reaſon,hath reference tothe vnderſtan- + 
dmg, and doth moſt of all conceme gon Ry part of Wrutmg Generally 
The two latter, viz, the manner 


foape (-which of euery letter 
through- 


throughout the Alphaber's to be*obſerued)doth conſiſt inthe carriage of 
the hand4 and thele are the prattique parts'of Wrzring. OY 
-  Fuſt, the Reaſon of euery ſetter muſt be found out ; as why ſuch a letter 
- : Partics- heing made thas and hg forenes mote gracefull then being made ſoand 
larly. kewl as for eueryletr 


4 


ken off? why the nature of this letter will admit the taking off of the Pen; 
and-why the nature of thatletter doth require the contrary. Theſe things 
muſt be reſolued to the learner, by Reaſon; elſe how ſhall he -vnderſtand 
to write well ? | do 
2 Medus. Next, the manner of makipg cuery letter muſt be knowne too. For if 
aScholerbe taiight to frame mts letters after an.ill, corrupt, and contrary 
' way *It cannotbe thar he ſhould cuer write well. And although per- 
chance ſome doe write ſuihcient and ſerviceable hands, that nener were 
taught the truc way of framing their CharaAers: Yer notwithſtanding 
what they doe,they (as we ſay )doeby roate, not vnderſtanding, or con- 
'ceiuing how to write. For I dare vndertake, that ſuchashaue not beene 
rightly rounded herein, are neuer able to know or judge of the good- 
CG art Incffcofaletter. Therefore it were to bee withed, that men 
wouldrefraihefrc my ve that ſpoyleſo many, & bring vp fuch 
"a muſtitiite of Scriblers, hor fir for any mans implsymcnt : and that = | 


DS. | | er,ahd thelcaſt touch with the Pen, a reaſon 
1 Kati. myſtbegiuen : So itis intheconiundion, Knitting or toyning together + 
ofthe letters ; Why the Perſmuſt herebe taken off, and why there notta- * 


would(nat ſtanding vpon he ps pin ignorant perſons do)put their 

youth:to ſuchasare able to tea nowne tn good: =men, 
Laſtly, asthe reaſorand thei = & euery Lettrristo be'obſerued:{o 

the /hape(which giveth life and ſpirit to — be khowne alſo:for 3:5P&Ir» 

therein the very ane, of Writing Edgy camped, 
Hergin a man to be very wary an ciren , Shel 

canrace of his Pen © that i ls, that he 5 not preſſe ngthe 

letter which requires a fauorable touch; nor be bar in which 

requires the contrary:for in eithet the / ive? of the Riey is 9& made 

blockiſh, ſo that the /5ape cannot then be goed... | 


It FI not be ami ſſefor the diligent Prathitioer more ſpecially te obſerne 
Ek theſe few briefe Rules To arg " | | 
Fo 
Irſt, to ſize his writing, that i is,to makethe On ad fulnee pro- 
rtionable, 
eh to obſerue the wheres, for that's a e matter. 
Ly to Keepe an cquall diſtance;as well bet weene letter and Te 
x word and word. 
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making & holding of the Pen,with other things thereunto appertai log. 
Obſeruations or rules for the making of the Pew, 


Fter you haue gotten you a good Pen-knife well edg'd & ſmooth'd 
vpon a hoane,and good ſecond quils,cither of Gooſe or Rauen, ſcra- 
with the backe of your knife, begin to make your pen thus : 
x Firſt,holding your quill the right ſide vpwards,cut off about the third 
partof it flatalongtotheend; | 
2 And turning it on the backe ide, cut off the very end of it aſloape ; 
whichbeing done it will be forked. 
; Dony holding it ſtill on the backe, make alittle cut in the;very mid{t 
Or tne a 
4 Whe out haue done (o, take the end of your knife if it hauea pegg, 
or = anotherquill.and make a lit vp ſaddenly,cuen in the cur you gaue 
before. WP % | 
5 Whichbeingdone,turne your quill on the right ſide againe, andbe- 
tocutalittle thought aboyethe ſlit, vn that fidewhich is next;your 


ACarcat. jr hand,and ſo continuecutting by degrees, till youthiake you hane (af- 


ficicntly catthat fide. Bur hercin you mult be very wary you cut not off 
too nach ofthe ſlit; for thea your Pen' willbetoo hard,andif you leauc. 
too much alſo it will be oucr-ſoft, q 208468 


In thenext place I hold it neceſſary to ſet downe certaine rules for the 


"T7 


6 Theneuen againſtthe place you to cut the firſt fide, cut the Note tharif 
ons likewiſe,till you hauc upon: a nl x dm cquall corey: : and ran 
then trying it by lifting »p the ſlit vponthe naile thumb, you ſhall 
ſee was it betoo Sor too hard : if either, bring it to a a, # by ad- n+ 2 —_—_ 
ding mote (litto it,if youſeeitto be.too hard ; or by taking ſome away,if arctopare 
you pcrceiue itto be too ſoft. | it on the 
Laſtly, hcrein liesthe dificultic, viz, inthe mbbing of the Pen : wherin __ thin» 
I obſerue thisrule, that placing iton the taile of my thumbe, or middle 2? _ 
finger, I hold my knife ſomewhat floaping, and 'cutthe end of thenibbe, Ob@rve + 
not quite off, but before my knife come off, Iturne him downe-right, arid thar this 
ſo cut the nibbe cleaneaway,on both fidesalike ;eontrary to that old vul- nibbing of 


gar rule, Dextera pers penne, &c. Nowif m writefilpT cur the peomult 
off ſo muchthe more ofthe nibe;iF{it 76} pr men, bedone x 
Obſeruations for the v0 of the Pen. SR . 


I Olding your Pen betweene your thumbe, your fore-finger, and otherwiſe it 
H yuur middle-finger:24z.with the top of your thumbexthe bottom —_— 
ar lower part of your fore-finger, andthe top or vpper part of your mid rantly, 
e finger. | " az 
2 Andler your othertwo fingersoyne to the refta littlethought with- 
in them , ſuffering none of your fingers with which you hold the Pen, 
to touch pdper:for that 1sthe proper aifice 01 the fourth and lirtlefingers, 
| D 3 by 


-—— 


10S ”" + | Ws » Ta —» , 
FT / 77 G1 F164 CVHAVTOT S A217 } 454 AG p 
-. / . which aenarates vonnict 


3 Laſtly, for righyy age of the. Pen, when you'can hold it; you ſhall 
obſcrue, that it ought tobe held direAly vpon the filll:foxthatis moſt pro- 
_per,ſceing that thenib ofthe Pen muſthe cut euen, otherwiſe it is ſubiet 
. toſpatter. Howbeit I'deny, not, but. in the fetching of any compaſſe, it 
mult be held alittle inclining tothe left (ide; farſo the Pen will giue full 
where it ſhould, and ſmall alſo. whereit is regents | 
Note, thathe Pen muſtbe held.very, gently inthe hand, without gri- 
ping, becauſe of twoinconueniences whuch come thereby. 
x. The one is, that the command of hand(which otherwilc by the eaſie 
holding, thereof is to beattained)is hereby vrterly loſt, , 
23 Theotheris, thatbythe gripiag,: or. hard holding ofchePen, a man 
is keptfrom a ſpeedy p29 that he goes about to wrice:both which 


are maine cnemuesto Clerke-like writing. 
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V:s * M- B, &# priate FFI Concerning Pen manſbip. | 
_ P* itisamoſFabſurdand hateful qualitie, to vie any manner of 
 & bbtchingin theArt of /Pricing zyea,though it bein a letter of the 

.. greatelh ntie. ' x 
=? 4paling,f am of opigion,thatalthqugh inthe writing of ſome Hanar, 
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( as of the Sert Secretaryand ſome other ) it be now and then tollerable to 
take offthe Pen in coniundtion of the letters, forthe more formall _— 
thereof: yet that ſn the Facill, buteſpecially, in the Faſt Secretary itis ſo 
injurious tothe perfection of Clerke-like writing, that I cannot free him 
that vſcrh it, from the imputation ofa meere” Botcher. 

3 Thelikevpinion doe I retaine of thoſe, who mult write euery thing 
that is tobe performed inany reaſonable faſhion, and with credie, with or 
by a /ine : for therein they ſhew themſelues rather Car then Wri- 
ters, and cannot ( in theindgement of Artiſts ) be rightly termed good 
Pen-men. 

4 Alſo( in my indgement )hecannot be reputed a good Pen-man that 
is notable vponan inſtant, withany Pen,/nke,or Paper and in the preſence 
of'whomſoeucr,to mavifeſt ſome skil:ſceing that the rare & abſolute qua- 
litie of the Pen, conſiſtcth not in the painting, pricking forthand tedious 
writings of {ix lines privately ina mans Study, with the beſt implements : 
but a {weet command of hand, and a certaine conceiued preſumption. 

5 Laſtly, tovſeany ſtrange, boxrowed,or inforc'd tricks and knots,in or 
about writing, other then with the celerity of the hand areto be perfor- 
med, 1s rather to {ct an inglorious gloſſe vpon a fimple peece of worke, 
then to glue a comely luftre to a perfeR patterne;they being as vnnaturall 
to Writing, as a ſurfer is toa temperate mansbody. 
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